Bernard Kaplan (1925-2008)
Bernard Kaplan was born on February 14, 1925, and died on December 2, 2008.  His parents, émigrés form the Ukraine, ran a grocery store in Brooklyn, New York. Dr. Kaplan attended elementary and high school in the Brooklyn neighborhood where he grew up.  Shortly after he entered Brooklyn College, he was drafted into the U.S. Army and served overseas as a medical technician. When World War II ended, Bernard Kaplan returned to Brooklyn College. Shortly after graduating in 1948, he was invited by his teacher, Heinz Werner, to Clark University where Werner had been appointed chair of the Psychology Department.  After completing his M.A. and Ph.D., Bernard Kaplan became a member of the psychology department and embarked on a career of almost 60 years, continuing to work with graduate students even after his official retirement.
Bernard Kaplan and his students in the Department of Psychology investigated the development of symbolization--the relationship of language and thought--in normal and abnormal development.  Some of this work was summarized in a 1963 book, Symbol Formation, coauthored with Werner.
Devoted to the theory and practice of interdisciplinary studies, Professor Kaplan enjoyed his adjunct professorships in English, Philosophy, and Comparative Literature – positions that enabled him to engage actively with colleagues and students in these disciplines.  He was appointed Director of Academic Innovation and, later, held the G. Stanley Hall Chair in Genetic Psychology.  With his colleague in psychology, Seymour Wapner, and Saul Cohen of the School of Geography, he made important contributions to Psycho-Geography and ecological psychology. The breadth of his contributions to education was recognized in his appointment as Clark’s first University Professor.
Bernard Kaplan’s thinking on development and symbolization was disseminated during the 1960s and 1970s through published papers, presentations, and visiting or consulting positions at Harvard, the University of Chicago, the Center for Advanced Study in Theoretical Psychology at the University of Alberta, the Center for Genetic Epistemology in Geneva, and elsewhere.

Relatively late in his career, mainly in series of as yet unpublished papers, he revisited the thinking of three of his inspirations: the comparative developmental psychologist, Heinz Werner; the neo-Kantian philosopher of symbolic forms, Ernst Cassirer; and the literary champion of dramatism, Kenneth Burke.  These reflections contributed to Kaplan’s development of his final theoretical position--Genetic-Dramatism, outlined in a series of papers and presentations, and underpinning the works of his last Master’s and Doctoral degree students.
In his seminars, supervision of theses, and private conversations, Bernard Kaplan raised questions that impelled his students and colleagues to re-examine their ideas, question their assumptions, and extend their thinking to probe psychological issues beyond and beneath the usual edges of the discipline.  Professor Kaplan’s challenging questions and rebuttals helped deepen the thinking of the students and colleagues he engaged.
Possessed of a mind of rare brilliance and depth, he inspired in generations of college and graduate students a love for thinking, learning, and creative work, an inheritance that will enrich many lifetimes.
Bernard Kaplan was married to Jane St. Clair, with whom he had a son, David, and a daughter, Ruth. In a previous marriage to Edith Kaplan, he had his first child, Michael.  He also leaves five grandchildren.  His two brothers, Irving and Victor, and his  sister Lucille, died before him. 

